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EDITORIAL NOTE

INTERPRETING THE LANGUAGE OF THE STARS  

The ancient astrologer, Varahamihira, once said, “There is no better boat than a horoscope to help a man cross over 
the sea of life”.  In this regard, astrologers have been helping their fellow humans to face their travails and triumphs 
for centuries in many different lands, including Malaysia.

The Malaysian Astrological Society (MAS) has been promoting astrology for decades. It has organised classes, talks, 
conferences, and has even interacted with other astrological associations internationally.  Today, I am pleased to 
welcome all readers to the inaugural issue of the Malaysian Astrological Society’s annual e-magazine, Astrological 
Perspectives.

We started our e-magazine to promote the Malaysian Astrological Society (MAS) and to showcase Malaysian astrol-
ogers and metaphysicians globally.  We feel that Malaysia does have something to offer in terms of astrology and 
related divine sciences on the world stage, given its rich multicultural heritage. 

We have incorporated four original articles in our inaugural e-magazine. They cover both astrology and cultural 
astronomy. It is our hope that this would be just the beginning of the blossoming of our e-magazine.  We hope that 
our readers would enjoy these articles.

Our e-magazine could not have been started without the gracious cooperation of all of Editorial Subcommittee 
members, who are all volunteers.  In this regard, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to all MAS Editorial Sub-
committee (2020-2022) members. 

I would also like to extend my deep appreciation to MAS Board of Directors who warmly supported our endeavours, 
and helped give us guidance as we moved in our astrological journey.

I look forward to your feedback on our e-magazine.  Alternately, if you are keen to contribute your own original 
articles, we would be very keen to hear from you.  We are in fact looking for budding new authors, whom we can 
develop and nurture, in order to showcase their professional astrological abilities.  

Please feel free to write to me at editor@astrologymalaysia.org with regards to the above.

May your stars shine brightly always!

Christopher P. John
Editor-In-Chief
Astrological Perspectives
E-Mail: editor@astrologymalaysia.org
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

THE BIG DIPPER IN ANCIENT INDIAN ASTRONOMY       
Christopher Philip John

SYNOPSIS

The Big Dipper (Saptarishi Mandala) has been intricately tied to Indian culture for millennia. This article attempts to show 
how it has been seen by Indians, who hold it in deep veneration. This would be in terms of star tales, a calendar, and even 
what eventually evolved into the Svastika symbol.

Keywords: Big Dipper, Saptarishi mandala, Svastika

INTRODUCTION
The Big Dipper is an asterism comprising of seven major 
stars – Dubhe (α Uma), Merak (β Uma),  Phecda (γ Uma), 
Megrez (δ Uma), Alioth (ε Uma), Mizar (ζ Uma), and Alkaid 
(η Uma).  The Big Dipper lies within, and is part of a larger 
constellation called Ursa Major or the Great Bear (1). 

The Big Dipper has been used as a pointer to other stars, 
and in particular the pole star.  It has been used as a 
celestial compass for navigation, to determine seasons, 
and even as a calendar. Needless to say, the Big Dipper has 
played a pivotal role in shaping different cultures across 
different geographic boundaries, over many millennia.  It 
is the subject of star lore.

THE BIG DIPPER– FROM RIKSHA TO RISHIS
The Rigveda is the oldest known scripture in the vast 
corpus of ancient Hindu texts.  Linguists date it from 1500 
BCE to 1000 BCE, although the multiple references to the 
Sarasvati River within the Rigveda and even scientific 
research on global aridity put its probable date closer to 
2000 BCE or even older (2).

There is a reference to the constellation Ursa Major (Great 
Bear or Riksha in Sanskrit) as per the following hymn in the 
Rigveda translated by Jamison and Brereton (3),

“Yonder Bears [=stars of Ursa Major], set on high, are 
visible at night; they have gone somewhere else by day. 
The commandments of Varuna cannot be cheated: the 
moon goes at night, earnestly looking around.”
Rigveda I.24.10 Agni, Savitar, and Varuna

While not explicitly stated, it is also understood that the 
stars of the Big Dipper are also referred to in the above 
hymn, given that they are also a part of Ursa Major. From 
an astronomical perspective, the Big Dipper rotates in an 
anticlockwise direction about the pole star, together with 
the Little Dipper (Ursa Minor), which is also called the Little 
Bear (Fig. 1). 

The famous Saptarishis (Seven Sages) are not explicitly 
referred to as a group in the Rigveda.  That said, the majority 
of those named as Saptarishis in later Hindu scriptures do 
appear as individual sages (rishis) throughout the Rigveda.

The first explicit reference to the Seven Stars of the Big 
Dipper as the Seven Sages (Saptarishi) occurs in the 
Jaiminiya Brahmana (4). They are later attested to in the 
Brihadaranyaka Upanisad (5) from which the earliest 
extant dates to around 700 BCE, with further additions 
to the text in later centuries. A few later Hindu texts also 
give the list of Saptarishis (6), although there is some 
inconsistency as to the identities of the individual rishis in 
the various texts as shown in Table 1.  

The great astrologer, Varahamihira (c. 505 CE – c. 587 CE), 
gave another set of Saptarishis in his magnum opus, the 
Brihat Samhita.  One critical difference with earlier texts, 
is that he gave the relative positions of the Saptarishis 
against the backdrop of Ursa Major. Iyer translated the 
relevant passage from the Brihat Samhita as follows  (7),  

“Rishis take a period of 100 years to go over each of 27 
Asterisms. They rise in North East and are accompanied 
by the chaste Arundhati, the consort of Vasishtha. 
Eastern-most of the group is Bhagavan Marichi; next to 
him is Vasishtha; next is Angirasa and next two are Atri 
and Pulastya. Next in order are Rishis Pulaha and Kratu. 
The chaste Arundhati closely attends her husband, sage 
Vasishtha.”

Figure 1: Ursa Major, the Big Dipper, the Pole Star, and 
the Little Dipper
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Table 1: Inconsistency of the identities of the Saptarishis (Seven Sages) in different ancient texts

Brihat Samhita of Varahamihira
This description has enabled scholars to determine which 
of the Saptarishis refers to which star in Ursa Major (8), as 
shown in Table 2. While above is known from Varahami-
hira, it need not necessarily be the earliest stellar associa-
tions from Vedic times.

Saptarishi as per 
Brihat Samhita

Bayer Designa-
tion

Western 
Name

Angiras ε UMa Alioth

Atri δ UMa Megrez

Kratu α UMa Dubhe

Marichi η UMa Alkaid

Pulaha β UMa Merak

Pulastya γ UMa Phecda

Agni wandered into the Chitraratha forest, attempting to 
ignore his lust for the Krittika sisters.  It was in this forest 
that Agni met Svaha. Agni at first ignored Svaha.  Howev-
er, Svaha transmuted herself into six of the seven Krttika 
sisters in order to conquer Agni’s love.  Svaha was unable 
to transmute herself into the seventh sister, because the 
seventh, Arundhati, was so devoted to her husband, the 
Sage Vasishta, that it was impossible to copy her. 

Agni fathered a child with Svaha, whom he thought was 
one of the Krittika sisters. Even though the actual six Krit-
tika sisters were innocent of this liaison with Agni, all six 
Krittika sisters were later abandoned by the Saptarishis 
with the exception of Arundhati. The astronomical identi-
ty of these stars are as follows.

The Krittika sisters  
The Krittika is the star cluster Pleiades (Messier 45) which 
resides within the constellation Taurus. It does resemble a 
tiny Dipper.  The Krittika is also a lunar mansion (naksha-
tra).  An early trace of this Mahabaratha tale can be found 
in the Rigveda IX.86.36 which refers to the Kriitika sisters 
not as six, but as seven mothers (Saptamatrikas).  This can 
be seen in the translation of the Rigveda by Jamison and 
Brereton (10).

“The seven sisters, as mothers, (go) to the newborn child 
of worthy birth,  who is attentive to poetic inspiration.
the heavenly Gandharva of the waters, whose gaze is on 
men — to Soma, for the regulation of all creation.”
Rigveda IX.86.36 Soma Pavamana 

Jaiminiya 
Brahmana 
2.218–221

Brihadaranyaka 
Upanisad 2.2.6 

Gopatha 
Brahmana 
1.2.8 

Shatapatha 
Brahmana

Krishna Ya-
jurveda in the 
Sandhya-Van-
dana Mantras

Mahabharata  Brihat 
Samhita

        Angiras   Angiras

Atri Atri   Atri Atri Atri Atri

Agastya   Agastya        

Bhardwaja Bharadvaja Bharadvaja Bharadvaja      

        Bhrigu    

Gautam Gautama Gautama Gautama 
Maharishi

Gautama 
Maharishi

   

Jamadagni Jamadagni Jamadagni Jamadagni      

    Gungu        

  Kashyapa Kashyapa Kashyapa Kashyapa Kashyapa  

          Kratu Kratu

        Kutsa    

          Marichi Marichi

          Pulaha Pulaha

          Pulastya Pulastya

Vashistha Vashistha Vashistha Vasistha Vasistha Vasistha Vasistha

Vishvamitra Vishvamitra Vishvamitra Vishvamitra      

Vasistha ζ UMa Mizar

Table 2: Correspondence of the Saptarishis (Seven Sag-
es) with modern stars

TALES OF THE BIG DIPPER
An enduring tale in the Mahabharata (9) involves the 
Seven Sages (Saptarishis) and their six wives, collective-
ly called the Krittika.  They were all happily married and 
lived in the northern sky together.  Agni, the god of fire, 
emerged from the embers of a sacred fire ceremony called 
a yajna, which was performed by the Seven Sages.  Agni 
was immediately smitten by the sight of the six Krttika sis-
ters.   
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Here is the same verse translated by Ralph T. Griffith (11).

“The Sisters Seven, the Mothers, stand around the Babe, 
the noble, new-born Infant, skilled in holy song, Gand-
harva of the floods, divine, beholding men, Soma, that 
he may reign as King of all the world.”
Rigveda [09-086] Hymn LXXXVI. Soma Pavamana

The Krittika (Pleiades) are the equivalent of the Seven Sis-
ters in Greek mythology.  They are the stars Asterope, Mer-
ope, Electra, Maia, Taygeta, Celaeno, and Alcyone.  Atlas is 
their father, while Pleione is their mother.  As mentioned, 
the Rigveda refers to Krittika as the Seven Sisters.  However, 
the Mahabharata refers to them as six Krittika sisters.  The 
apparent discrepancy has to do with eyesight and viewing 
conditions.  It should also be noted that some stars are not 
as bright as others.  This is referred to as the stellar visual 
magnitude, or simply stellar magnitude.  Figure 2 shows 
the stellar magnitude the stars of the Pleiades.  The low-
er the number, the more brilliant the star. Conversely, the 
higher the number, the duller the star. Asterope (Tau 21) 
has a stellar magnitude of 5,80.  It is the faintest star in the 
Pleiades, which may or may not be visible to the naked 
eye, depending on viewing conditions.  This may account 
for why the Mahabharata only mentions Six Sisters instead 
of Seven Sisters.

Svaha
Some sources claim that Svaha is the star Zeta Tauri.  How-
ever, these sources are non-authoritative, Besides, Zeta 
Tauri is not a part of the Pleiades system.  It is the authors 
view that Svaha is more likely the star Pleione, which is in 

Figure 2: The stars of the Pleiades and their associated stellar visual magnitudes.

the Pleiades.  The relative proximity could explain how 
Svaha could disguise herself to be the six Kritiika.

Arundhati and Vasistha
Arundhati is mentioned in the Mahabharata as being the 
Seventh Sister. Having said that, Arundhati is not a part of 
the Pleiades, and therefore cannot be a true Krittika sis-
ter.  Arundhati is in reality the star Alcor (80 Ursae Majoris), 
which is in the constellation Ursa Major.  

Alcor (80 Uma) has as its companion, the star Mizar (ζ Uma), 
The pair are binary stars.  These stars orbit each other as 
such. It is for this reason that Arundhati (Alcor) and Vasis-
tha (Mizar) are seen as an ideal couple, and thus feature 
prominently in Hindu marriages.  Hindu priests point this 
star out to newly married couples for inspiration as such.

THE SAPTARISHI CALENDAR
It is the authors’ view that the earlier mentioned Mahab-
harata tale of the Saptarishis leaving their six Krittika wives 
may be linked to a very ancient calendar, called the Sapta-
rishi (Saptarsi) calendar. In this case, the pointers from the 
Big Dipper may be pointing away from Kritikka nakshatra.
Indrasena (8) highlights that the Saptarishi calendar is 
referred to in texts like the Brihat Samhita (XIII, 3-4), the 
Vishnu Purana (IV, 24.105-1062), the Matsya Purana (273, 
42-44), the Vayu Purana (99,421-423) and the Bhagavad 
Purana (XII, 2.27-32).  Indrasena also mentions that Vara-
hamihira makes reference to an even earlier work on this 
calendar by Garga. Finally, Indrasena quotes the following 
passage from Vishnu Purana,
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“Take those stars of Saptarishi (seven sages) which are 
seen first after the rise. The nakshatra, which is seen in 
the middle of it at equal distance at night, is said to be 
the residence of Saptarishi for 100 years of man’s life. Oh 
great brahmin, they were in Magha (Regulus, Leo) at the 
time of Parikshit.” 
Vishnu Purana IV.105-106 

The above passage effectively means that the pointers of 
the Big Dipper (Saptarishi Mandala) remain in each nak-
shatra for 100 years, thereby creating a cycle of 2,700 years

Modern astronomers, using modern computer simula-
tions, are of the view that the claim of the Saptarishi point-
ers being in each nakshatra for 100 years is erroneous. Sule 
et al (12), noted that the different nakshatras are astronom-
ically different sizes, with Pushya (γ, δ and θ Cancri) being 
one of the smaller ones.  They further noticed that the 
Saptarishi spanned Pushya (γ, δ and θ Cancri) only once in 
roughly 100 years. That would have occurred around 2200 
BCE to 2100 BCE at the time of the Indus Valley civilization.  
The once-in-a-lifetime Saptarishi shift was undoubtedly 
noticed by ancient observers. The following generations 
misinterpreted it, causing it to be generalised.  Thus, the 
evolution of this observation into a calendar which contin-
ues on until today in Kashmir and Nepal.

THE SVASTIKA
In the preceding section, it was discussed that astrono-
mers observed that the Saptarishi calendar occurred at the 
time of the Indus Valley civilization between 2200 BCE and 
2100 BCE.  However, there is evidence that the Big Dipper 
was observed much earlier, in the form of a svastika (swas-
tika) symbol found on seals in Mehrgarh in present day Ba-
lochistan, Pakistan.  Mehrgarh is a Neolithic archaeological 
site which dates from 7000BCE to about 2500 BCE/ 2000 
BCE. It was absorbed into the later and much larger, Indus 
Valley civilization.

Figure 3: The Big Dipper moving about the pole star giv-
ing the svastika shape

The svastikas origins are astronomical.  It occurs when the 
Big Dipper orbits the pole star in an anti-clockwise direc-
tion.  The Big Dipper sometimes appears upside down or 

even sideways, depending on the time of the year.  It ulti-
mately forms the distinctive shape of the svastika ( Fig. 3).
The pole star varies due to the precession of the equinox-
es.  The current polestar is Polaris (α Ursae Minoris).  How-
ever, Sivertsen states that the pole star was Thuban (α Dra-
conis) from 3300 BCE to 2300 BCE (14).

The original svastikas in Mehrgarh and in the Indus Valley 
civilization did not depict four dots.  This appeared later.  It 
is the authors view that the four dots represent the Little 
Dipper (Ursa Minor) as it moves in tandem with the Big 
Dipper (Ursa Major) about the pole star, as the author illus-
trated in Figure 4. 

Figure 4: Hindu svastika showing the Big Dipper, Little 
Dipper, and the Pole star

The term “svastika” may have its origin in the term “svas-
ti”.  In their translation of the Rigveda Jamison and Brere-
ton state that “The signature word of this hymn is svastí 
‘well-being’” (15), 

“For it is just well-being that is best on the path forward—
that, (already) rich in inheritance, sets out toward some-
thing valuable. Let it keep guard over us at home and in 
a foreign place; with the gods as its herdsmen let it be 
easy of access.”
Rigveda X.63.16 

Griffith translating the same Rigvedic verse is more explicit 
in highlighting the word “svasti” (16),

“The noblest Svasti with abundant riches, who comes to 
what is good by distant pathway, - May she at home and 
far away preserve us, and dwell with us under the Gods’ 
protection.”
Rig Veda 10.63.16

Today, as always, the svastika is a symbol of great rever-
ence and auspiciousness to the Hindus, Jains, and Bud-
dhists.  The svastika symbol can be seen not only in tem-
ples, but in homes, conferring its blessing on everyone.
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

CATASTROPHIC WORLD EVENTS WHEN FOUR PLANETS WERE 
IN RETROGRADE MOTION IN AUGUST 2021
Stefanie Ng

SYNOPSIS

The aim of this article is to provide an understanding of the phenomenon of planet in retrograde 
motion from both astronomical and astrological perspectives in the context of assessing the impact of four transiting 
retrograde planets on two catastrophic world events concerning United States of America (USA) and Malaysia.

Keywords: Retrograde, United States of America, Malaysia 

INTRODUCTION
Retrograde planets foretell challenging times for individ-
uals as well as nations to step back for a review of their 
agenda and past actions.

During the period of retrogression, the prevailing govern-
ing body be it an individual or a nation that cannot sup-
port a combination of personal and societal requirements 
will undergo the process of deterioration and decay. Gen-
erally, retrogression will cause change, delay, distortion, 
diversion or destruction of prior decisions made in order 
to re-set goals which can lead to desirable or undesirable 
outcomes.

Catastrophic world events
It was Sunday, 15 August 2021 that the world was shaken 
by the unilateral decision of the Joe Biden administration 
from the USA to abruptly abandon its military force in Af-
ghanistan including the billion-dollar worth of modern 
state-of-art weaponry. This sudden withdrawal of Ameri-
can troops from Afghanistan triggered a speedy collapse 
of the Afghanistan Government after the capital city of 
Kabul was captured by the Taliban rebels. During the 20-
year Afghanistan war, more than 2,400 American soldiers 
died, thousands of civilians wounded, and tens of thou-
sands fled their homes (1). The 20-year American military 
presence in the country (1) was purportedly intended to 
combat the militant terrorist Al-Qaeda group which took 
down the iconic twin towers of the World Trade Center in 
New York City on 11 September 2001 (2). Nearly 3,000 hu-
man lives were destroyed in this catastrophe which sub-
sequently caused a meltdown of global stock market and 
economy.

The chaotic American exit from Afghanistan has creat-
ed another epic tragedy to aggravate the prevailing re-
currence of thedeadly Covid-19 virus which took away 
4,388,052 lives around the world including Malaysia as 
per 16 August 2021 statistical report by Worldometers (3). 
Global death toll is rising with the emergence of new Cov-
id-19 Delta variant; as of 16 September 2021 a 
total of 4,683,387 deaths was reported (3, 4).

Four retrograde planets: Saturn, Pluto, Jupiter and 
Neptune transiting from 15 to 16 August 2021
In this article, four retrograde planets namely. Saturn, Plu-
to, Jupiter and Neptune transiting from 15 to 16 August 
2021 will be examined in relation to two world events 
concerning USA and Malaysia. On 15 August 2021, main-
stream media reported that USA failed to defend the Af-
ghanistan government led by President Ashraf Ghani who 
fled the country before Kabul fell into the hands of Taliban 
extremist fighters (1). On 16 August 2021, the breaking 
news highlighted the collapse of Perikatan Nasional (PN) 
government of Malaysia led by Prime Minister Muhyiddin 
Yassin, who together with his cabinet, resigned after just 
17 months in power (5).

Traditional Vedic Astrology considers only seven planets 
namely, Sun, Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, Mercury and 
Venus plus two lunar nodes of Rahu and Ketu in predict-
ing their effects on world and human activities on planet 
Earth.

In Western Tropical Astrology, besides these seven major 
planets, outer planets are also taken into consideration 
for analysis and prediction. Three prominent outer planets 
of Pluto, Neptune and Uranus are often cited in the litera-
ture of Mundane Astrology as potent planets even though 
they are very distant from the solar system (6).

In this article, planetary movements of seven major plan-
ets, three outer planets, and two lunar nodes are set on 
Vedic sidereal timing of Lahiri / Chitrapaksha Ayanamsha. 
Mundane astrological analysis, discussion and prediction 
shall focus on four retrograde planets being identifed.

Astronomical perspective of retrograde planets
In the solar system, all planets including Earth, comets, as-
teroids and other objects orbit Sun in elliptical orbits rath-
er than perfect circles (7). They orbit Sun in direct motion 
at different speed. Earth takes 365.25 days to orbit Sun (6).

Jupiter, the largest planet in the solar system takes 11.9 
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Earth years to orbit Sun as compared to other slow-mov-
ing planets with longer orbital duration. For example, Sat-
urn orbits Sun in 29.5 Earth years; Uranus in 84 Earth years, 
Neptune in 165 Earth years, and Pluto in 248 Earth years 
(6, 7).

Except Sun and Moon which always move in direct mo-
tion, meaning that they never go into retrograde motion 
(7), all other planets at certain period of time may pause 
for a while to become stationary before they resume orbit-
ing at a slower speed relative to background stars, thereby 
making them to appear as if they are moving ‘backward’. 
This apparent ‘backward’ motion is termed as a ‘retrograde’ 
motion as seen from Earth (7, 8) or ‘Vakri’ in Sanskrit which 
means ‘twisted’ or ‘crooked’ (9). Retrograde planets are 
also termed as ‘Vakri Grahas’. Retrograde planets may then 
pause or go stationary again before resuming their direct 
eastward motion to become direct planets (10).

Astrological perspective of retrograde planets (vakri 
grahas)
In traditional Vedic Astrology, Rahu and Ketu are always in 
retrograde motion (11) but they are not planets; they are 
lunar nodes. Rahu is lunar north node while Ketu is lunar 
south node. In Indian mythology, Rahu (snake head) and 
Ketu (snake tail) were the demons that tormented Sun and 
Moon, and also caused eclipses (12). Rahu causes solar 
eclipse while Ketu causes lunar eclipse (13)

The rest of five major planets, namely, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Mars, Mercury and Venus either move directly, go station-
ary or seemingly move backwards in retrograde motion 
throughout the year, as seen from Earth.

Retrograde planets in Rasi charts are denoted by ‘Rx’ as in 
the case of Saturn Rx conjunct Pluto Rx in sidereal Capri-
corn (see Chart A); Jupiter Rx conjunct Neptune Rx in side-
real Aquarius (see Chart B).

Since retrograde planets are nearly opposite Sun and 
close to Earth, they are visible due to their brightness in 
the sky. Furthermore, their energies are felt to be intense 
in effecting changes to political-legal, economic-financial, 
social-cultural, and scientific-technological systems.

In Brihat Parashara Hora Sastra (14), Sage Parashara men-
tioned that retrograde planets would give their full effects, 
whereas combust planets would fail to give their effects. 
According to Adawal (15), the potential of a retrograde 
planet is to be flexible, to twist things around or to convey 
its message in an indirect way. This implies that the effect 
of retrogression can be positive (desirable outcomes) or 
negative (undesirable outcomes).

Bhasin (16) suggests that if a retrograde planet is in a de-
bilitated sign, it will give the result as if it is in exaltation. 
On the contrary, if a retrograde planet is in an exalted sign, 
it will give the result as if it is in 2 debilitation. From the 
standpoint of academic, empirical evidence is needed to 

support or reject Bhasin’s proposition.

A theoretical discussion on the issue of retrogression is 
based on the assumption that the slower the speed of or-
bital movement, the longer and stronger its impact on the 
affairs of the house or sign it occupies. A retrograde planet 
tends to weaken the attributes of the house or sign it rules. 
As such, the general perception of both Vedic and West-
ern Tropical schools is that retrogression tends to produce 
more negative than positive results.

Retrogression of a Saturn-Pluto conjunction in sidere-
al Capricorn and their effects
Saturn is a slow-moving planet, it takes approximately 30 
months or 2.5 years (15) to change from one sign to an-
other. Saturn was in conjunction with a dwarf planet, Pluto 
(16) which is situated very far away from Sun. Pluto stays 
in one sign between 11 to 32 years due to its very slow 
motion of elliptical orbit (17). Both Saturn and Pluto were 
in retrogression as indicated by ‘Rx’ in Charts A and B.

Note that Saturn completed its 90-year cycle from 1929 to 
early December 2020 with significant memorable events 
from 1929 to 1934 including the Great Depression, which 
started in the USA with severe stock market crash, eco-
nomic and political chaos (18). A Saturn return to sidereal 
Capricorn took effect on 24 January 2020 and stayed in 
the sign until 28 April 2020. However, in between this peri-
od, Saturn retrograded in the sign from 11 May 2020 to 28 
September 2020 with another round of retrogression from 
23 May 2021 to 10 October 2021 (19).

On average, Saturn retrogrades for 140 days and is sta-
tionary 5 day before and after (20). Montufar (21) argues 
that Saturn is one of the big players in 2021 in view of its 
responsibility in drawing boundaries, determining struc-
tures, rules and procedures for conducting daily routines.

Retrogression of both Saturn and Pluto during the period 
from 2020 to 2021 in the same sign of sidereal Capricorn 
has generated heavy negative energies as manifested in 
political turmoil involving collapse of government ad-
ministrations, corruption, cross-border migration, fights, 
human trafficking, illicit election rigging tactics to win, 
money laundering, protests, riots, subversive cross-border 
activities that cause tremendous pressure on addressing 
many man-made tragedies in addition to natural disasters 
or calamities.

Saturn is basically a malefic planet, meaning that it can 
cause problems and harm especially during the period of 
its retrogression.

Saturn is a karmic planet of harsh reality (karaka of kar-
ma) which drives towards an organised system of working 
hard within prescribed procedures, rules and structures. 
Saturn is also the significator of justice, longevity, old age 
and sorrow.
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When Saturn retrogrades in the sign of Capricorn which
covers affairs of governments, big agencies, corporations, 
institutions in private and public sectors, the expected 
consequences are related to delay, disruption and dis-
appointment due to obstruction, reversal, suspension or 
termination of prior decisions and plans, punishment for 
wrong doers involved in organisational mismanagement 
or malpractices, revelation of truth, and reward for individ-
ual, corporate and national righteousness.
Pluto is also a malefic which can inflict pain, injury and 
death. It is associated with Yama (god of the underworld) 

that governs dark activities of the underworld including 
illicit financial transactions, wealth accumulation through 
manipulation, money laundering and other forms of scam 
or scandal.

When Pluto retrogrades in Capricorn, predicted events at 
the mundane level include geopolitical conflicts, disputes, 
fights, mishaps, rise and fall of governments or kingdoms, 
institutions, big corporations, and natural disasters such as 
earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, tsunamis which involve 
loss of assets, properties, possessions and human lives.

In order to fully embrace change or transformation, Pluto 
Rx demands self-reflection and self-destruction which is 
tantamount to ‘death’ before initiating the process of res-
toration or re-birth.

Reference is made to Chart A and Table I on 15 August 
2021 (Washington DC, USA); Chart B and Table II on 16 Au-
gust 2021 (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia), Saturn Rx and Pluto 
Rx is posited in sidereal Capricorn is the 2nd house for USA 
(Sagittarius Lagna), and 9th house for Malaysia (Taurus La-
gna). Note that for both countries, Saturn Rx and Pluto Rx 
shared the same nakshatra, that is, Shravana, pada 2 for 
Saturn Rx and Uttara Ashadha, pada 2 for Pluto Rx (see Ta-
bles I and II).
Shravana is a godly star ruled by Moon and governed by 

Chart A: Sidereal planetary transit chart on Sunday 15 
August 2021 at 00:00:01, Washington DC, USA

Source: drikpanchang.com
Sidereal planetary positions in transit of seven (7) major plan-
ets, three (3) outer planets, and two (2) mean nodes of Rahu 
and Ketu are based on Lahiri / Chitrapaksha Ayanamsha.

Note: USA’s Lagna – Sagittarius in Moola 2 based on her Rasi 
Chart of 04 July 1976 at 18:20:00 (5:00 West of GMT), Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, USA; 75 W 09’ 51”, 39 N 57’ 08

Planet and Lunar Node Zodiac Sign Longitude Degree Nakshatra and Pada

Uranus Aries 20◦ 37’ 01” Bharani 3
Mean Rahu Rx Taurus 12◦ 43’ 13” Rohini 1
Sun Cancer 28◦ 23’ 47” Ashlesha 4
Mercury Leo 11◦ 45’ 16” Magha 4
Mars Leo 16◦ 06’ 55” Purva Phalguni 1
Venus Virgo 04◦ 37’ 48” Uttara Phalguni 3
Moon Libra 22◦ 12’ 23” Vishakha 1
Mean Ketu Rx Scorpio 12◦ 43’ 13” Anuradha 3
Pluto Rx Capricorn 00◦ 27’ 01” Uttara Ashadha 2
Saturn Rx Capricorn 15◦ 04’ 17” Shravana 2
Jupiter Rx Aquarius 03◦ 41’ 48” Dhanishtha 4
Neptune Rx Aquarius 28◦ 24’ 20” Purva Bhadrapada 3

Vishnu (god of preserver) (22). It is symbolised by an ear 
to indicate learning through active listening to the sound 
of silence.

Uttara Ashadha is a ‘manusya’, fighter star ruled by Sun 
and governed by Vishvedas (supernatural powers) (22). It 
is symbolised by a mongoose which is capable of killing 
a poisonous snake or enemy, and the second tusk of an 
elephant to indicate total destruction or final victory in a 
fight.

Table I: Sidereal planetary transit positions on Sunday 15 August 2021 at 00:00:01, Washington DC, USA

Source: drikpanchang.com
Sidereal planetary positions in transit of seven (7) major planets, three (3) outer planets, and two (2) mean nodes of Rahu and 
Ketu are based on Lahiri / Chitrapaksha Ayanamsha.
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Saturn Rx and Pluto Rx were in opposition to the malefic 
Sun in sidereal Cancer in Ashlesha, pada 4. Cancer is 8th 
house for USA, and 3rd house for Malaysia. Ashlesha is a 
rakshasa or demonic star ruled by Mercury, and governed 
by Naga (god of serpents) (22). It is symbolised a coiled 
snake capable of killing enemies when threatened.

The combined negative energies generated from the ma-
lefics: Saturn Rx, Pluto Rx, Sun plus Rahu Rx in sidereal 
Taurus and Ketu Rx in sidereal Scorpio (see Charts A and 
B) had caused tremendous hardship and suffering arising 
from the persistent recurrence of deadly mutated Cov-
id-19 virus in addition to natural disasters, and other prob-
lems of terrorist attacks and bombing, collapse of govern-
ments and business corporations.

Retrogression of a Jupiter-Neptune conjunction in si-
dereal aquarius and their effects
Jupiter takes about one year to complete its transit in one 
sign (15) but the duration varies due to retrogression. Jupi-
ter retrogrades 120 days and is stationary for 5 days before 
and after (20). Neptune is also another slow-moving outer 
planet (7); it takes 14 years to transit a sign (23).

Jupiter is the largest planet (diameter 142,984 km) (24). In 
Vedic Astrology, Jupiter is the Guru, the most benefic 
planet representing expansion, fortune, knowledge, 
optimism, opportunity, spirituality, and wisdom. In Mun-
dane Astrology, Jupiter is the significator of a country’s 

financial and judiciary systems.

The current transit period of Jupiter Rx in sidereal Aquari-
us over Washington, D.C, USA, and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
took effect from 21 June to 14 September 2021, and 
from 20 June to 14 September 2021 re-
spectively (19). As for Neptune Rx, its transit period from 
26 June to 01 December 2021 in the same sign applies to 
both locations in USA and Malaysia (19).

Reference is made to Charts A and B, on the tragic day of 
15 August 2021 (Washington, D.C, USA), and 16 August 
2021 (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia), Jupiter Rx posited in side-
real Aquarius is the 3rd house for USA (Sagittarius Lagna), 
and 10th house for Malaysia (Taurus Lagna). Note that for 
both countries Jupiter Rx was in Dhanishtha, pada 4, and 
Neptune Rx was in Purva Bhadrapada, pada 3 (see Tables 
I and II).

Dhanishtha is termed as a ‘star of wealth’ or ‘star of sym-
phony’ ruled by Mars, and governed by 8 Vasus of abun-
dance (22). It is symbolised by a drum or flute to indicate 
synchronised actions by making a lot of sound by beating 
a drum or playing a flute. But the musical instrument is 
hollow. This means that interpersonal as well as interna-
tional relations are strained.

Purva Bhadrapada is a ‘manusya’ star ruled by Jupiter, and 
governed by Ajikapada (fire dragon) (22). It is symbolised 
by a man with two faces to suggest an ability to see differ-
ent viewpoints (higher ), or two front legs of a funeral cot 
to indicate early exit from the material world to spiritual 
realm.

Reference is made to Tables I and II: Jupiter Rx conjunct 
Neptune Rx were in opposition to Mercury (functional 
malefic) and Mars (malefic) is in sidereal Leo which is 9th 
house for USA, and 4th house for Malaysia. Note that Mer-
cury was in Magha, pada 4 and Mars in Purva Phalguni, 
pada 1.

Transiting Jupiter Rx conjunct Neptune Rx in Aquarius had 
generated negative outcomes as seen in the recent Black 
Lives Matter movement (23) which organised large-scale 
destructive activities such as arson, killing, looting and 
vandalism of private and public properties in several cities 
across America. Aquarius is a sign that represents collec-
tive action, delusion, social reform, street protests, riots 
and other disruptive activities which can produce func-
tional benefits to humanity or dysfunctional consequenc-
es of misusing resources to deter national unity.

Overall impact of retrogression is that instead of delivering 
positive results, transiting Jupiter Rx conjunct Neptune Rx 
had created misfortune for the two countries.

Chart B: Sidereal planetary transit chart on Monday 16 
August 2021, at 00:00:01, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Source: drikpanchang.com
Sidereal planetary positions in transit of seven (7) major plan-
ets, three (3) outer planets, and two (2) mean nodes of Rahu 
and Ketu are based on Lahiri / Chitrapaksha Ayanamsha.

Note: Malaysia’s Lagna – Taurus in Krittika pada 4 based on her 
Rasi Chart of 31 August 1957 at 00:00:01 (7:30 East of GMT), 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 101 E 42’ 00”, 3 N 10’ 00”
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CONCLUSION
This article has made the case on the impact of planets 
in retrograde motion. Ever since 31 December 2019 when 
Covid-19 was first reported in the city of Wuhan, China 
(25), five planets namely, Saturn, Jupiter, Sun, Mercury and 
Pluto plus Ketu camped together in sidereal Sagittarius 
(19), the virus spread quickly to the rest of the world caus-
ing a global pandemic until present time in 2021. Retro-
grade planets had indeed inflicted great pain on people 
and nations which are still reeling from the dreadful eco-
nomic-political-social depression arising from economic 
shutdown, business closure, debt crisis, bankruptcy, infla-
tion, unemployment, political turmoil,  rising f e d -
eral budget spending on Covid-19  vaccination and 
medical care services.
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

THE SIN OF THE SERPENT OF TIME      

Rajalingam Manikam @ L.M.Raja

SYNOPSIS
This article explores the effects of a planetary combination known as the Kala Sarpa Dosha on individuals. The very term 
evokes dread amongst traditional Vedic astrologers. There are twelve different types of Kala Sarpa Doshas depending on 
the placement of Rahu (Moons North Node) and Ketu (Moons South Node) in the astrological chart.

Keywords: 
Kala Sarpa Dosha, Rahu, Ketu, Remedies

INTRODUCTION
In the story of the Churning of the Ocean of Milk (Samudra 
Manthan), the goddess Mohini, who was a female 
incarnation of the Hindu god, Vishnu, was handing out 
amritra (nectar of immortality or ambrosia) to the devas. 
A serpentine asura named Svarbhanu, slyly obtained the 
amritra from Mohini (See Fig 1). Upon finding out, Mohini 
beheaded this serpent. The Serpents Head became known 
as Rahu, which is the Moons North Node.  The Serpents Tail 
became known as Ketu, which is the Moons South Node. 

Figure 1: The goddess Mohini beheads the serpent Svar-
bhanu, with serpent’s head becoming Rahu (1)

The two lunar nodes, Rahu and Ketu, are two imaginary 
points where the Moons orbital path crosses the ecliptic, 
i.e. the Suns path in a geocentric model (see Fig 2). 

The lunar nodes, Rahu and Ketu, are sometimes referred to 
as “shadow planets” in Vedic astrology.

When the Moon comes between the Earth and the Sun, 
a New Moon is formed. However, a Solar Eclipse can also 
form, depending on the angle on how this New Moon 
lines up with the nodes and the Sun.

On the other hand, a Full Moon is formed when the Earth 
is in between the Sun and the Moon. A Lunar Eclipse can 
also form, depending on the angle on how this Full Moon 
lines up with the nodes and the Sun.

The Solar and Lunar eclipse accounts for why the Serpent 
is said to swallow the Sun or the Moon in ancient Hindu 
lore. Eclipses were often feared in ancient times.

Kala Sarpa Dosha
Kala Sarpa Dosha is a planetary combination that conjures 
up great fear amongst Vedic astrologers.  The American 
vedic astrologer, Joni Patry, mentions that it causes great 
highs and lows in a person’s life.  In short, the native’s life 
is full of extremes. The late Indian astrologer, B.V. Raman, 
alludes to this as well, and adds that this planetary 
combination is evil, restraining all the other good yoga’s 
present in the horoscope, while giving set-backs and 
reversals in life.

The origins of this planetary combination, and its sinister 
associations have been long lost in time, B.V. Raman, 
pointed out that the Kala Sarpa Dosha is not mentioned 
in any known classical astrological literature (3). Despite 
its’ obscure origins, this planetary combination has been 
passed down to Vedic astrologers over generations until 
today.

Rahu and Ketu are always 180 degrees away from each 
other in the astrological chart. In other words, Rahu 
and Ketu are seven signs away from each other in an 
astrological chart. The Kala Sarpa Dosha or Kala Sarpa 
Yoga is formed when all the seven traditional planets [Sun, 
Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn] and the 
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Figure 3:  Benito Mussolini horoscope (10)                             

Figure 2:  The lunar nodes, Rahu (Moons North Node) and Ketu (Moons South Node)

and Ketu (4).  It would be as though these planets are 
wound in the serpent’s coil. Note that Uranus, Neptune, 
and Pluto are not included in the traditional definition of 
Kala Sarpa Dosha. 

Note that the word “Sarpa” means “Serpent” (5), while the 
word “Kala” means “Time” (6). Also note that the word Dosha 
can be translated as “Sin (7)”. Hence Kala Sarpa Dosha can 
be translated to mean “The Sin of the Serpent of Time”.  It 
should be noted that the lunar nodes are connected to the 
karma, including sin, incurred in past lives.

An alternate term for Kala Sarpa Dosha is Kala Sarpa Yoga.  
Here the “Yoga” literally translates to “union” (8), but in 
practice refers to the mentioned planetary combination.

The planets generally lose their potency and effectiveness 
due to the Kala Sarpa Dosha. The maliciousness of this 
dosha varies depends on the position and the condition 
of the planets in the native’s chart. It also depends on the 
dasa bhukti period that the native is going through.  

Although Kala Sarpa Dosha has malefic influences over a 
person, it also can transform into a beneficial yoga. The 
native may initially suffer at an early stage of life, but may 
rise after going through adversity.  This is particularly so, 
if the Rahu-Ketu axis forms in the Kendra (Angular) or the 
Trikona (Trine) houses. There are many celebrities who 
benefited from this yoga. They initially went through 
hardships in the early part of their lives, only to emerge 
successful in the latter part of their lives. 

The 12 types of kala sarpa dosha
There are 12 types of Kala Sarpa Doshas depending on 
which houses Rahu and Ketuis placed..  This is shown in 
the table I. 

CASE STUDIES
The following case studies show the application of three 

of the twelve types of Kala Sarpa Doshas.

Benito Mussolini - Ananta Kala Sarpa Dosha

The Ananta Kala Sarpa Dosha is formed when Rahu is 
placed in the 1st House and Ketu is in the 7th House. The 
astrological chart of Benito Mussolini, the fascist dictator 
of Italy from 1922 to 1945, typifies the Ananta Kala Sarpa 
Dosha   Mussolini was born with his Rahu in the 1st house 
Libra, and with his Ketu in his 7th house Aries.

Rahu in the 1st house gives the native an unorthodox 
viewpoint in that they question and break the conventional 
norms of society. In short, they may think out of the box. 
They also take the initiative to start new concepts in 
society or at the workplace.  However, the disembodied 
Rahu, can be more self-centred, aggressive, and may have 
personality disorders. Libra is an air sign, making him 
communicative, charming, and charismatic. 
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In real life, Mussolini questioned and condemned the 
Italian Socialist Party where he served as the editor for 
their newspaper.  In doing so, he also initiated a fascist 
movement amongst disgruntled World War 1 Italian Army 
veterans in 1919. This ultimately resulted in the National 
Fascist Party.in 1922 (12).  He also inspired a very strong 
sense of nationalism amongst Italians.  Mussolini even 
portrayed himself to be the new Caesar of a newly revived 
Roman Empire.  He also did so with all the pomp, glory, 
and charisma of an Emperor.  Italians were clearly charmed 
by this.  That said, Mussolini was also ruthless towards 
his opponents.  His Blackshirt squads went around 
intimidating opponents, torturing them, and even killing 
them (14).  There also acts of arson.  

The 7th house defines marriage and partners.  Ketu in Figure 4: Benito Mussolini, Italian dictator (11)

Table 1: 12 different types of Kala sarpa doshas (9)
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the 7th house indicates difficulty with marriage and 
even partners.  It could also indicate a cutting off of 
relationships. The 7th house receives an aspect from Rahu, 
which indicates that the native would have a foreign 
spouse or partner.

Mussolini’s Ketu was in the 7th house Aries. Mussolini’s 
first marriage was to Ida Irene Dalser (15), who was born 
in Trento, which was then part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire.  The two had a child named Benito Albino Dasler-
Mussolini.   The marriage proved tumultuous Ida found 
out that Mussolini married his long time mistress, Rachele 
Guidi, who had a child named Edda, with him even earlier.  
This resulted in a divorce between Ida and Mussolini.  
However, Mussolini went further, expunging all known 
records of Ida and committing her to a mental asylum. 

His son, Benito Albino Dasler-Mussolini was initially 
abducted was forced to live in a foster home.  In later life, 
he joined the Royal Italian Navy.  He however persisted in 
saying that his father was Benito Mussolini.  Benito Albino 
Dasler-Mussolini was given repeated coma-inducing 
injections, which resulted in his death at the age of 26.  
Ida Dassler died shortly after her son’s death, and under 
mysterious circumstances (16).  That said, Ida Dassler did 
write to the Prefect of Trento, while in the asylum.  She 
wrote that she had been “injected with poison in my left 
arm to subjugate me to their will. I am a poor dead woman 
lying in her shroud under a heavy stone, waiting for my 
grave to open so that I may embrace, once more, the 
blessed, divine creature whom I adore”.  (17).

It should be noted that Mussolini had a violent and 
ravenous appetite for women.  He had numerous lovers.  
He is even said to have had an affair with the last Queen of 
Italy, Marie-José.  However, his most famous mistresses ere 
Margherita Sarfatti and Clara Petacci (18).

Mussolini’s most famous military partner was Adolph 
Hitler of Nazi Germany. Bolstered by earlier military 
successes in Libya, Ethiopia, and Albania, Mussolini signed 
the Pact of Steel with Hitler in May 1939 (19).  Following 
Hitler’s invasion of Romania in 1940 (20), Mussolini 
invaded Greece (21). The Greeks got the better of the 
poorly prepared Italian Armed Forces, and so the Germans 
finished the job with their invasion of Greece.   The Italian 
Armed Forces also did poorly in North Africa against the 
Allied armies as well.  The Italians also participated in the 
invasion of the Soviet Union, along with the Germans 
(22)).  The Italian Armed Forces proved ineffective, with 
thousands killed, and many more captured. The final straw 
for Italians came when the Americans bombed Rome (23). 
The disastrous and humiliating defeats prompted the 
King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy to summon Mussolini.   
The Grand Council, which comprised of his own party 
members voted him out.  The King told Mussolini that the 
situation was hopeless, and that he was the most hated 
man in Italy.  The King then dismissed a stunned Mussolini, 
who was then taken unceremoniously to jail. The Fascist 

Party was also disbanded (24). The new Italian government 
headed by Gen. Pietro Badoglio surrendered to the Allies.  
However, Germany invaded Italy the very same day, and 
occupied northern Italy.  Hitler also launched an airborne 
commando rescue of Mussolini who was held captive in a 
jail high in the Apennine Mountains (25).  Mussolini agreed 
with Hitler to lead the Italian Social Republic, informally 
known as the Salò Republic, in German occupied Italy 
(26).  That said, Mussolini had by now become a puppet of 
Hitler.  Mussolini sought to escape in a German convoy as 
Allied forces advanced up the Salò Republic.  Communist 
partisan forces stopped the convoy and recognised 
Mussolini and his mistress, Clara Petacci. Both Mussolini 
and Clara Petacci were executed by firing squad the next 
day.  The bodies of Mussolini, Clara Petacci, and three 
others, were later were hung upside down in Milan, Italy 
(27).

Serena Williams - Shankpal Kala Sarpa Dosha
Serena Williams, one of the world’s best tennis players, is 
an example of the Shankpal Kala Sarpa Dosha.  This tennis 
sensation was born with a Rahu in her 4th house Cancer, 
and her Ketu in her 10th house Capricorn, which gives her 
the Shankpal Kala Sarpa Dosha.

Figure 5: Serena Williams horoscope (28)                             

A keyword associated with Rahu is “foreign”.  Rahu in the 
4th house indicates a struggle with early education, or 
some form of foreign or alternative education. Rahu in the 
4th house gives the native a mother from a foreign land, or 
a step mother. It symbolises financial loss due to family or 
real estate. The native may have property overseas as well.

Serena Williams and her sister Venus Williams were born to 
Richard Williams @ Richard Dove Williams Jr and Oracene 
“Brandy” Price (30). Serena also has nine half-siblings.  
The reason is that Serena’s mother Oracene Price was 
married earlier to Yusef Rasheed, and had three daughters 
- Yetunde Price, Lyndrea Price and Isha Price (31).  On the 
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other hand, Richard Williams was married earlier to Betty 
Johnson and had five children - Sabrina, Richard III, Ronner, 
Reluss, and Reneeka (32). Serena also has a half-brother 
named Dylan, who is the child of Richard Williams and his 
third wife, Lakeisha Juanita Graham (33). 

Serena Williams was born in Saginaw, Michigan.  However, 
her family moved to Compton, California, when she was 
3-years old.  The family moved again to West Palm Beach, 
Florida, when she was 9-years old.  Richard Williams was 
her personal instructor.  Richard Williams also home-
schooled Serena and her sister Venus.  Serena was taken 
to a tennis academy headed up by Rick Macci, who had 
trained many world-class tennis players, including her 
(34). Serena turned into a professional tennis player at 
the age of 15.  She later enrolled in a private school in 
Florida called Driftwood Academy, where she graduated 
in the same year that she won her first Grand Slam title, 
the 1999 US Open (35). She later studied fashion at The Art 
Institute of Fort Lauderdale in Florida. She later went to 
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, first studying 
business, before switching to pre-medicine (36).

Serena’s parents, Richard Williams and Oracene Price, 
had marriage difficulties.  Her parents were no longer 
living with each other in 2000, and by 2002 were formally 
divorced (37).  

Another tragedy struck the family, when Serena’s half-
sister, the then 31-year old Yetunde Price, who served as 
her personal assistant, was killed in a drive-by shooting 
in Compton, California (38). Richard Williams married 
Lakeisha Juanita Graham in 2010.  Lakeisha thus Richard 
Williams third wife, and thus became Serena’s step-mother.  

This marriage was to erupt into a bitter family feud, when 
elderly and ill Richard Williams alleged that Lakeisha 

Figure 6:  Serena Williams, tennis player (29)

forged his signature to transfer their West Palm Beach 
property into her name and borrow money from a lender 
named David Simon. Richard Williams divorced Lakeisha 
in 2017 (39).  Serena’s attorneys threatened to change the 
locks on the house the she shares with Williams’ if Lakeisha 
did not vacate the property. As time passed, Lakeisha filed 
for bankruptcy while Richard Williams lost his US$1.1 
million home to David Simon, as per the court ruling (40).

Turning now to career.  It should be noted that Rahu in the 
4th house can make the native bring honour and prestige 
to the homeland.  On the other hand, Ketu in 10th House 
can cause the native to achieve great heights in terms of 
status, influence, abundance and fame. However, it can 
also cause pressure on the native.

Serena participated in the Olympics in Sydney in 2000, 
Beijing in 2008, London in 2012, and Rio de Janeiro in 2016, 
along with her sister, Venus.  Serena did not participate 
in the Olympics in Athens in 2004 due to an injury. She 
also did not participate in the Olympics in Tokyo in 202).  
This was mostly due to travel restrictions due to Covid-19.  
She has nevertheless won 4 gold medals at the Olympics 
which is a source of great pride to her homeland, the 
United States of America (41).

Serena’s tennis career is far from over.  That said, she has 
ventured into other businesses including fashion and 
entertainment. She also has a venture capitalist firm (42).  
All of this is over and above celebrity endorsements, 
activism and charity work, which she also does.

King Edward VII - Kulika Kala Sarpa Dosha
King Edward VII was the King of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and the British Dominions, as well 
as the Emperor of India from 1901 to 1910. His birth name 
was Albert Edward, but he also went by his nickname 
“Bertie”.  He was the eldest son of Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha (43).

King Edward VII’s chart shows a Kulika Kala Sarpa Dosha, 
with Rahu in his 2nd house in Capricorn and his Ketu in his 
8th house in Cancer.

Rahu in the 2nd house gives a tremendous amount of 
wealth. It also indicates that the native will be obsessed 
with social status, including recognition in society.  The 
2nd house indicates the immediate family, and so Rahu in 
the 2nd house indicates arguments with the immediate 
family. It will take the native to foreign lands as well. The 
2nd house also represents speech, and so Rahu in the 
2nd house indicates a tendency to lie and to use crude or 
rough language.  The native will also be attracted to exotic 
food, especially non-vegetarian food.

Ketu in the 8th house gives the native addiction problems, 
such as alcohol, smoking, and loose morals, including 
casual sex.  The Ketu in the 8th house also signifies 
inheritance, secrecy, and the occult.
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and even demanded one-hour intermissions for yet more 
food, while attending operas.  Needless to say, the over-
indulgent Bertie became corpulent.

It should be noted that King Edward VII was also associated 
with a fraternal organisation called the Freemasons from 
1874, right up to his death in 1910. He in fact assumed the 
title of Protector of the Craft (52). The Freemasons have 
been subject to all sorts of conspiracy theories, including 
the allegation that they were involved in the occult. 
Bertie’s excesses and the scandals surrounding him made 
members of the public see him as unfit for the throne.  
Even his mother, Queen Victoria, was very disappointed in 

The young Bertie had a strict and regimented upbringing, 
given that he was the heir to the British throne. He 
was given the best education right up to university.  
Unfortunately, to his parent’s dismay, he proved to be 
poor academically and incorrigible throughout. His father 
sent him to join the Grenadier Guards in Curragh, Ireland 
to learn some disciple for 10 weeks in 1861.  However, 
upon learning that the then 20-year old Bertie was still a 
virgin, his fellow officers smuggled an Irish actress named 
Nellie Clifden into his tent. Bertie’s father was enraged 
when he found out about the sexual encounter between 
Bertie and Nellie Clifden.  It was decided that Bertie should 
marry.  However, Bertie’s father died not long after.  Bertie’s 
mother, Queen Victoria, blamed him for the stress that he 
gave his father, which she claimed caused his death (46).  
 
Bertie married Princess Alexandria of Denmark in 1863 
(47).The couple had five children over the years.  However, 
Bertie already had roving eye for the ladies.  He spent time 
visiting brothels in Europe, and had numerous affairs, 
amongst whom included Sarah Bernhardt, Lady Randolph 
Churchill, Mary Cornwallis-West, Daisy Greville, Countess 
of Warwick, Alice Keppel, Agnes Keyser, Lillie Langtry, Lady 
Susan Vane-Tempest, Mademoiselle La Goulue, La Belle 
Otero, and Hortense Schneider, amongst many others.  
Bertie was consequently nicknamed “Dirty Bertie” and 
“Edward the Caresser” as consequence (48).

Things took a turn for the worse when a Member of 
Parliament, Sir Charles Mordaunt, caught his wife, Harriet 
Sarah cheating on him, with Bertie. The divorce trial saw 
Bertie take the stand in 1869 where he flatly denied the 
accusations against him.  Harriet Sarah was declared 
insane and was committed to a mental asylum. Bertie 
got away with it.  However, the general public came to 
know of Bertie’s indiscretions during this very public trial, 
which resulted in damage done to the reputation of the 
monarchy (49). 

Bertie also had a penchant for gambling, which included 
horse racing and baccarat. The card game, baccarat, was 
technically illegal in the UK at the time.  However, Bertie 
was soon caught up in the Royal baccarat scandal in 1890. 
It was during a baccarat game in which Bertie participated 
that the shipping magnate, Sir Arthur Wilson accused Lt. 
Col.Sir William Gordon-Cumming of cheating.  The entire 
issue went to court, and again, Bertie had to take the 
stand at the trial. His courtroom appearance made Bertie 
look shifty and suspicious, as reported in the media at 
that time.  The New York Times specifically reported that 
“the heir apparent was decidedly fidgety, that he kept 
changing his position, and that he did not seem able to 
keep his hands still.” (50)

Bertie enjoyed the high life for a long time.  This included 
social gatherings, alcohol, smoking, and food (51). He 
literally had banquets fit for a king with eight-course 
lunches and twelve-course dinners, and not to mention 
meals in between.  He had food just before going to bed, 

Figure 7:  King Edward VII horoscope (44)                             

Figure 8:  King Edward IV of the United Kingdom (45)
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him, and left him of the affairs of the state entirely.  This 
is something Bertie had wanted, but was denied by his 
mother.

Queen Victoria died on 22nd January 1901 (53).  Bertie’s 
coronation had to be postponed due to appendicitis. 
Bertie was crowned King Edward VII on 9 August 1902, 
along with his wife Alexandra, who was crowned Queen 
(54).  Some of his mistresses even attended the coronation.

Never had public expectation of a King been so low. 
However, the now crowned King Edward VII was 
determined to prove himself. He wandered in disguise 
to the see the living conditions of London’s poor and 
elderly people.   He took a deep interest in public health 
(55). He became the patron of 75 hospitals and over a 
hundred other charities and had set up a fund to raise 
money for hospitals in London. There was investment in 
hospitals, improvements in housing and sanitation, the 
development of first aid, and the introduction and use of 
modern statistical analysis to reduce the spread of disease.

King Edward VII supported the Liberal Government’s 
proposal for the “People’s Budget,” which called for 
taxes on the rich, which could be used for social welfare 
programmes. This however resulted in a constitutional 
crisis, and was blocked (56).

This was also a time when modern amenities were 
introduced, such as the car, the telephone, and the 
telegraph. King Edward VII himself drove (57).

King Edward VII often appeared in public, unlike his 
reclusive mother, Queen Victoria.  He also introduced 
pomp and pageantry to royal celebrations, giving sparkle 
to the monarchy.  These traditions carry on until today.

He reformed the military after the Boer War, by introducing 
the army medical service and inducting a type of battleship 
called a dreadnought, into the Royal Navy (58).   He also 
proved adept at diplomacy, using his command of French 
and German to meet the different European heads of state.  
He formed an alliance between Britain, France and Russia, 
which would go against Germany during World War One. 

King Edward VII reigned only 9 years.  However, during his 
short reign, he ushered in the progressive Edwardian Age, 
from the earlier, dull and dreary Victorian Age.  In doing so, 
he managed to gain the love and respect of people from 
all walks of life, and truly became the “People’s King.”
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

THE PANDEMIC, THE DRAGON, AND THE EAGLE       
Christopher Philip John

SYNOPSIS

This article explores how the Covid-19 pandemic affected both China (The Dragon) and the USA (The Eagle).  It further 
explores how the pandemic affected the relationship between both countries.  It introduces how two comets, ATLAS and 
SWAN, played a role in the pandemic as well.

Keywords: Pandemic, China, USA, Comet Atlas, Comet Swan, Fixed stars, Algol, Medusa, Astrocartography

INTRODUCTION
In an exclusive report (1), the South China Morning Post 
(SCMP) cited Chinese government data stating that a flu, 
later identified as Covid-19, was first traced to the city of 
Wuhan, China on 17th November, 2019.  However, it was 
only on 31 December 2019, that the Chinese government 
reported cases of pneumonia of an unknown origin to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) China Country Office.  
On January 7, 2020, Chinese authorities isolated a new 
type of coronavirus. China released the genomic sequence 
of the novel coronavirus on January 12, 2020, for countries 
to utilise in building appropriate diagnostic tests (2). 

The USA reported its first Covid-19 on 21 January 2020 in 
Washington State from a patient who recently returned 
from Wuhan (3).  By January 31 2020, the WHO issued a 
Global Health Emergency (4). The virus has since ravaged 
the world, claiming more than 4.92 million lives globally as 
of 19th October 2021 (5). 

A TALE OF TWO COMETS
Days before the Chinese government identified the new 
coronavirus strain, a comet named Comet C/2019 Y4 
(ATLAS) was observed.  This was followed by the Comet 
C/2020 F8 (SWAN) a few months later.

• Comet C/2019 Y4 (ATLAS)
The Comet C/2019 Y4 (ATLAS) was discovered by 
astronomers working at the Asteroid Terrestrial-
impact Last Alert System (ATLAS) in the University of 
Hawaii on 28th December 2019 (6).  The comet, which 
was half as wide as the Sun (7), was brightening on 
its approach, and it promised to put on a spectacular 
light show for observers on Earth.  Unfortunately, 
the comets brilliance began to fade, as it broke into 
four smaller pieces starting 6th April 2020 (8).  The 
remnants of Comet ATLAS nevertheless, continues its 
journey through various constellations.

• Comet C/2020 F8 (SWAN)
The images from the Comet C/2020 F8 (SWAN) were first 
picked by the SOHO (SOlar Heliospheric Observatory) 
satellite, using the Solar Wind Anisotropies (SWAN) 
instrument on 25th March, 2020 (9). However, it wasn’t 
until April 2020 that an Australian amateur astronomer 

named Michael Mattiazzo analysed these images and 
spotted this comet (10). 

Now, there were many comets that were discovered in 
2020 (11).  However, what makes these two comets unique 
is that they both passed by the star Algol (Beta Persei) in 
the constellation Perseus simultaneously on 20th May 
2020. As a matter of fact, the Comet SWAN came within 
14 arcseconds of the star Algol (12), with the Comet 
ATLAS being a little further away.  This is all shown in the 
computer simulation in Fig 1 below (13). 

MEDUSA’S WRATH – ALGOL (BETA PERSEI)
There was a single comet called Nigra, that passed Algol 
in the year 1347CE. However, to have two comets, SWAN 
and ATLAS, pass Algol on the same day is unprecedented. 
The Comet Nigra derives name from the Latin word “nigra” 
which means “black” in English.  The comet Nigra is thus 
the Black Comet, and was very much synonymous with 
Black Death in its time.  The Black Death was a plague 
pandemic that ravaged Asia, Europe, and North Africa, 
and claimed an estimated 50 million lives (14).  
The Italian banker and chronicler Giovanni Villani (c1276 
CE to 1348 CE) referred to the comet Nigra in his book 
Nuova Chronica - New Chronicles (15).  He stated that the 
comet Nigra had the nature of Saturn.

Villani stated that the comet Nigra first passed through 
Taurus before being in 16 degrees in the sign of the 
Gorgon for 15 days in August 1347.  The Gorgon he is 
referring to is the star Algol (Beta Persei) which forms the 
head of the Gorgon, Medusa, in the constellation Perseus, 
as shown in Fig 2. 

Medusa, the snake-headed Gorgon in Greek mythology, 
was terrifying.  Medusa’s gaze was said to turn men into 
stone. In Greek myth, Medusa was beheaded by the Greek 
god Perseus. Perseus then used Medusa’s head to turn the 
sea monster, Cetus, into stone, in order to save the Princess 
Andromeda from it (16,17).

The star Algol takes its name from an Arabic star name, 
ra’s al-ghūl, meaning the Ghoul.  It is also referred to as the 
Head of an Ogre or the Demon star (18).
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Figure 1: Comets SWAN and ATLAS traversing Algol on 20th May 2020 over Wuhan, China 

Although the stories are different, the author has noticed 
some subtle parallels between Medusa and  Perseus from 
Greek mythology, and Renuka and Parashurama from Hin-
du mythology.

Renuka is also known by the names Yellamma and Jaga-
damba.  Renuka is also given the epithet Chhinnamasta 
(22), meaning “She whose head is severed. 

The similarities of Medusa and Renuka worth noting are:
• Both Medusa and Renuka are accused of infidelity.  

Medusa is turned into a demon, while Renuka is de-
capitated.

• Medusa hair comprises of snakes, while Renuka car-
ries a pot of water on head, using a coil of a live snake 
as the pot rest (20). The decapitated Chhinnamasta is 
also associated with snakes.

• Medusa’s gaze turns people to stone.  On the other 
hand, Sage Jamadagni orders sons to kill Renuka after 
he discovered her infidelity. They refuse. So, Sage Jam-
adagni, in one version of the story, turned all his sons 
into stone (21), except for Parashurama, who used his 
axe to behead his mother, Renuka.  

• Perseus beheads Medusa. Parashurama beheads his 
mother, Renuka

Given the above, the author concludes that the deities Re-
nuka, Yellamma, Jagadamba, and Chhinnamasta are one 
and the same, and are all manifestations of the star Algol 
(Beta Persei).  

Parashurama (23) on the other hand, is associated with an 
axe.  An axe is a symbol associated with Krittika (Pleaides), 

which lies in Taurus.  This would imply that Parashurama is 
the constellation Perseus, which borders Taurus.  

The Chinese referred to Algol (Beta Persei) by a rath-
er gruesome name of Tseih She (Dié shī), which literally 
translates to “piled-up corpses” or “stacked corpses” (24).  
The name is ironically apt as it fits the shocking images of 
dead covid-19 victims in morgues, mass graves and on fu-
neral pyres around the world. It is astounding that at the 
time of Covid 19, that all 3 (Comet ATLAS, Comet SWAN, 
and Algol) were in play at the same time.

Figure 2: The constellation Perseus with Medusas head.
(19)
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FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN USING COMETS IN AS-
TROLOGY

• Visibility to the naked eye
Comets must be visible to the naked eye for use in as-
trology.  In this regard, the stellar magnitude of a very 
bright object like a Full Moon is minus 13.  The stellar 
magnitude for the star Alpha Centauri is 0.  The naked 
eye limit is close to a stellar magnitude of 6.0 for good 
eyesight.  However, those with exceptional eyesight 
can see up to a stellar magnitude of 6.5 (see Fig 3). 

Both Comet C/2019 Y4 (ATLAS) and Comet C/2020 F8 
(SWAN) had a stellar magnitude ranging from 4 to 6 as 
shown in the projected light curves in Fig 4 and Fig 5 
respectively.  This means that they were visible to the 
human eye.

Figure 3: Apparent stellar magnitude (25)

• Colour of the comets
The colour of the comet determines what planetary 
nature is attributed to it.  The Comet ATLAS was said to 
have been a green or aqua in colour, while the Comet 
SWAN was said to be green.  Comets that are dusky, 
green or black in colour, have the nature of Saturn 
(28).    Thus, the Comet Atlas and the Comet Swan have 
the nature of Saturn.

• Duration of comets effect
Iyer, N,C’s translation of the Brihat Samhita, has Vara-
hamihira referring to comets as “ketus”.  This transla-
tion states;

The effects will last for as many months as the num-
ber of days during which the Ketus continue to be 
visible; if visible for months, the effects will last for 
years. The effects will commence after three weeks 
from such appearances.(29)

Figure 4: The projected light curve for Comet C/2019 
Y4 (ATLAS) (26)

Figure 5: The projected light curve for Comet C/2020 
F8 (SWAN) (27)
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Both Comet ATLAS and Comet SWAN were visible to 
the naked eye for approximately one        month (see 
Fig 4 and Fig 5).  In accordance to Varahmira, the effect 
of both comets should last a year.

• The path of the comet
The path of comets is either elliptic, parabolic, or hy-
perbolic, and no two comets have the exact same 
path.  All comets can be in and out of zodiacal as well 
as non-zodiacal constellations on their very long jour-
neys.  

The comets that are in zodiacal constellations are 
straightforward to read.  The sign, nakshatra, and even 
house can be determined and read accordingly.

The comets that are in non-zodiacal constellations are 
a greater challenge. It is possible to interpret them ac-
cording to the myth of the non-zodiacal constellation 
that they are in.  However, a better way would be to 
read the comets with respect to a common reference, 
the zodiac itself.  In this regard, the author is using 
fixed star astrology as a means of achieving this, which 
will be discussed in the next section.

FIXED STAR ASTROLOGY
Fixed star astrology is very ancient and its use is thought 
to be the forerunner of modern astrology. Fixed stars have 
also been used for calendars and for celestial navigation 
as well.

A fixed star is defined as;

A star or nebula that appears to remain in constant po-
sition relative to other celestial bodies, in contrast with 
celestial bodies such as the planets in our solar system, 
whose changes in position relative to the stars are read-
ily observable by telescope or the unaided eye. All stars 
except the sun are considered fixed stars.(30)

As the Earth rotates about its axis, these fixed stars appear 
to rise and set over the horizon.  Different fixed stars ap-
pear over the horizon at different seasons, and their ap-
pearance over the horizon is also affected the precession 
of the equinoxes over thousands of years.  

In its most simplistic form, fixed star astrology involves 
projecting any star onto the ecliptic.  It should be noted 
that Algol (Beta Persei) is a fixed star and can also be pro-
jected onto the ecliptic.  When done Algol (Beta Persei) 
would lie in 1°25’ Taurus in a Vedic sidereal (31).

The fact that Algol (Beta Persei) is in in 1°25’ Taurus also 
means that the star is also in Krittika (Pleiaides: 26°40’ Ar-
ies- 10° Taurus).  Some of the keywords associated with 
Algol include beheading, destruction, evil, and tragedy.   
This adds an extra layer of meaning over the known key-
words of Krittika, which includes cruelty and misery.  As 
a matter of fact, the seven Krittika Sisters are sometimes 

referred to as Weeping Sisters.

Fixed star astrology is normally used in relation to plan-
ets.  In this case however, the author is applying comets 
to fixed stars.

GROUND ZERO – WUHAN, CHINA 
The Covid-19 virus began with a transit of Kethu (Moons 
South Node) in 15°35’59” Sagittarius and a transit of Rahu 
(Moons North Node) in 15°35’59” Gemini (see Fig 6). More 
specifically, the transiting Kethu was in Mula nakshatra, 
while the transiting Rahu was in Ardra nakshatra.  Kethu 
is associated with diseases, while Nirriti is,the presiding 
deity of Mula is the goddess of death, decay and sorrows. 
Ardra is the star of tears, while the presiding deity Rudra, 
who is also called Shiva, roams cremation grounds.

It should be noted that the onset of the Spanish Flu in Fort 
Riley, Kansas USA on 4 March 1918 had an eerily similar 
signature to the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in Wu-
han, China.  In this case, the transiting Kethu was in 4° 7’ 2” 
Sagittarius (Mula) while the transiting Rahu was in 4° 7’ 2” 
Gemini (Mrigashira).

Returning to Wuhan, Rahu and the Moon were transiting 
China’s 6th house, which specifically refers to epidemics in 
mundane astrology.  Ofcourse, Pluto, Saturn, Kethu, and 
Jupiter would have shown an aspect on China’s 6th house 
as well.

Pluto, Saturn, Kethu, and Jupiter were also transiting Chi-
na’s 12th house, which refers to hospitalisation, amongst 
other things.  Likewise, the transiting Rahu and Moon, 
were also aspecting China’s 12th house.

The Shanghai Stock Exchange reopened on 3pm Febru-
ary 3, 2020, after being closed during an extended Chi-
nese Lunar New Year holiday (32).  The stock market ex-
perienced a sharp drop.  This can be seen from the fact 
that the transiting Moon was 2°39’ 0” in Taurus, and was in 
conjunction with the fixed star Algol 1.25°, which was also 
in Taurus.  It formed an orb of 1°24” in Taurus, which was 
China’s 5th house, which rules over stock exchanges.  In 
mundane astrology, the Moon denotes the people while 
Algol refers to fear.  It happened that fear over Covid-19 
caused panic-stricken people to sell their stocks, thereby 
causing the sharp drop in the stock market.

Wuhan underwent a 76-day lockdown, and was finally 
re-opened on 7th April, 2020 (33).  This reopening can be 
seen by the fact that, two planets, Jupiter and Saturn had 
moved from China’s 12th house, to China’s 1st house.  It 
thus gave Wuhan and the rest of China a reprieve from fur-
ther havoc from Covid-19. 

ENTER THE DRAGON 
On 20th May 2020, the Sun was in conjunction with Al-
gol, with an orb of 3° 22’1”.  This has to do with leadership 
and fear.  On the other hand, both the Comets SWAN and 
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Figure 6: Horoscope showing the initial Covid-19 outbreak in Wuhan, China

ATLAS transited Algol simultaneously on the same day as 
well (see Fig 7).  Given that these comets had Saturnine 
qualities, it implied that something serious, and stern was 
to happen.  All of this would affect China’s 5th and 11th 
houses.

It so happened the National People’s Congress (NPC) of 
the Peoples Republic of China convened from 22nd to 
28th May 2020 (34).  It was the most important political 
event of the year in China, and was very much an 11th 
house event which governs both parliament and legisla-
tures in mundane astrology. 

China’s success at containing the coronavirus, the trade 
war with the USA, and the Hong Kong protests were all 
discussed.  However, the most important issue to come 
out from this NPC meeting was the National Security Law 
(NSL) which was in response to the massive pro-democ-
racy protests that swept through Hong Kong in 2019 and 
2020. The NSL was officially signed on 30th June, 2020. 
This law was seen as highly controversial by both the do-
mestic and international communities as it reduced Hong 
Kong’s judicial autonomy considerably (35).

The ‘National Security Education Day’ was first conceived 
in 2015.  However, the NPC meeting and passing of the 
National Security Law, expedited its full implementation.  
Hong Kong saw full imposition of the ‘National Security 
Education Day’ on 15th April 2021 (36).  It is aimed at chil-
dren aged 3 years and upwards, and is designed to instil a 
sense of belonging to China, while also instilling national 

security.  This is clearly a 5th house issue since it involves 
children.

WOUNDED EAGLE 
The planetary and cometary transits for the USA, were ex-
actly the same as China on 20th May 2020.  The major dif-
ference is that, unlike China, it affected the USA’s 6th and 
12th houses.

The 6th house in mundane astrology represents pub-
lic health, sickness, and even epidemics.  The USA an-
nounced its withdrawal from the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) on 29th May 2020, on the grounds that it was 
too lenient with China on the coronavirus (37). Ironically, 
the USA marked a grim milestone the day before on 28th 
May, 2020, with over 100,000 deaths (38) and a total of 
1.6 million infection cases nationwide.  The number of 
victims have increased exponentially since.  Hospitals, a 
12th house issue, were struggling with the surge in cas-
es, and with medical equipment and staffing shortages 
as well.  Needless to say, the American leadership faced a 
severe backlash both domestically and internationally at 
the time.

The George Floyd murder on 25th May, 2020 resulted in 
nationwide protests. It also ignited the Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) movement, not just in the USA, but internationally 
(39). President Trump announced on 1st June 2020 that 
he was “dispatching thousands and thousands of heavily 
armed soldiers, military personnel and law enforcement 
officers to stop the rioting, looting, vandalism, assaults 
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Figure 7: Horoscope showing the Comets ATLAS and SWAN as they pass over Algol over China

and the wanton destruction of property,” and, “If a city or 
state refuses to take the actions that are necessary ... then 
I’ll deploy the United States military and quickly solve the 
problem for them” (40).  President Trump made good on 
his promise with Operation Legend, which resulted in over 
6,000 arrests (41). 
 
DIVING EAGLE, HIDDEN DRAGON
The former American President Trump was deeply en-
tangled with China.  One of these was his insistence that 
China had kept hidden the origins of the Covid 19 virus.  
More specifically, he alleged the virus had escaped from 
the Wuhan Institute of Virology, and did not originate from 
nature, as maintained by the Chinese government. 

Astrocartography, which was created by the late astrolo-
ger Jim Lewis in 1997, takes information about celestial 
bodies from the natal horoscope, and plots their paths 
onto a world maps (42).  Thus, former President Donald 
Trump’s planetary positions in his horoscope (Fig 9), can 
also be plotted on a world map, showing where the differ-
ent planets exert their influence.

When Trumps natal horoscope is plotted onto a world 
map, it becomes very apparent that his Pluto line (black 
line) passed right through Wuhan and close to Beijing (See 
Fig 10)   Pluto has many keywords, including obsession, 
transformation, and death. It is quite apparent that Trump 
was in fact obsessed with the Wuhan lab leak theory, and 
that it formed a centrepiece in his foreign policy towards 

China.
Trumps Mars line (red line) passes close to Pyongyang, 
North Korea (See Fig 10).  Mars deals with conflicts.   It is 
common knowledge that China is a key ally with China.
Trumps Mars line (red line) also passed near Taiwan, the 
Philippines, and right into the South China Sea (See Fig 
11).  This was all a source of tension with China.

THE LEGACY
President Joe Biden requested an intelligence report on 
the origins of the Covid-19.  However, the report which 
was sent to him on 25th August 2021 proved inconclusive 
on whether the virus originated in a laboratory or in na-
ture (45). 

The World Health organisation formed a new group called 
SAGO (Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of Novel 
Pathogens) on 14 October 2021.  They will study blood 
samples stored in Wuhan and surrounding areas from 
2019 in Wuhan and will also study hospital and mortality 
data for earlier cases (46).  

China has stated that the USA should set an example and 
invite the World Health Organization (WHO) to investigate 
Fort Detrick and the University of North Carolina labora-
tories for the virus.  The official stated that this would be 
in the spirit of fairness and justice given that the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology had been visited twice already (47.48).
Biden continues Trumps trade policy with China, although 
it has been loosened to some extent (49).  
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Figure 8: Horoscope showing the Comets ATLAS and SWAN as they pass over Algol over the USA

Figure 9: Horoscope of President Donald Trump (43)
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Figure 10: Astrocartography map - Trump’s Pluto line over Wuhan and Mars line over Pyongyang (44).

Figure 11: Astrocartography map - Trump’s Mars line over Taiwan and the South China Sea (44)
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Figure 12: Astrocartography map – Biden’s  Neptune line over Beijing, and his Rahu (Moons North Node line over 
Urumchi, Xinjiang, China (44)

Figure 13: Astrocartography map – Biden’s Pluto line over Afghanistan, (44)
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Biden continues Trumps trade policy with China, although 
it has been loosened to some extent (49).  

The military confrontation was ratcheted up a notch with 
the formation of AUKUS, which allowed for the develop-
ment of nuclear submarines in Australia.  AUKUS is a tri-
lateral security arrangement between the USA, Australia, 
and the UK (50).

From an astrocartography perspective, Biden seems to 
have a somewhat ill-defined policy towards China on 
the whole, given that his Neptune line passes through 
China. On the other hand, his Rahu (Moons North Node) 
line passes right through Urumchi, Xinjiang (see Fig 12), 
Xinjiang seems to be the cornerstone of what remains of 
Biden’s policy in China (51).

Biden has a Pluto line running straight through Afghani-
stan (Fig 13).  That Pluto Retrograde is in his 9th house.  It 
means major changes in foreign relations.

Biden has a Mars line running straight through Iran and 
is close to Moscow and the Ukraine (See Fig 14).  Mars 
shows conflict. Given that Mars is the ruler of 1 and 6 and 
is placed in his 12th house, he will have open and secret 
enemies from these two countries.  It could well be espio-
nage activities.

The future of the Dragon and the Eagle are inextricably 
linked, be in the pandemic and in other areas.  We shall 
soon see how the future manifests in both these countries.
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MALAYSIAN ASTROLOGICAL SOCIETY E-MAGAZINE
EDITORIAL GUIDELINES

(Updated: 14th. December 2021)

1.0  OBJECTIVE
To promote the Malaysian Astrological Society (MAS) and showcase Malaysian astrologers and metaphysicians 
globally through the society’s e-magazine, Astrological Perspectives.

2.0  PUBLICATION
The Malaysian Astrological Society (MAS) E-Magazine will be published annually on the society’s website http://
astrologymalaysia.org/.

3.0  EDITORIAL SUBCOMMITTEE
The Editorial Subcommittee is part of the MAS Management Committee and will comprise volunteers.
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4.0  ARTICLE CONTRIBUTION & REVIEW PROCESS
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solely those of the author.
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b. Article length should be up to a maximum of 6,000 words, single-spaced (standard Word document in 
10-point Arial). The synopsis should be between 100 to 150 words.

c. The graphical figures that include natal charts and images shall be provided as separate files with a min-
imum resolution of 300 dpi. The tables as well supplied as separate files in MS Word format. All figures 
and tables should be numbered accordingly as they appear in the article. The Roman numerals (I, II & III) 
shall opt for the figures and modern numbers (1,2 & 3) for tables. All figures and tables should be cited in 
the text. The titles and legends for figures and tables should be provided at the end of the manuscript. A 
maximum of 7 figures, tables, or combinations are permitted for an article.

d. The natal chart should follow the format of the South Indian style. The name of the planets should be in 
English, or as an alternative, symbols can be used.

e. Articles will be in English and adhere to British English spelling.
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readers.
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details in the bibliography at the end of the article. The references taken from the internet sources should 
be cited with the date of retrieved information.

j. Authors are responsible for obtaining all the necessary approvals and consent from the relevant individ-
uals or parties if personal data or astrological charts are used or displayed in their work. This includes the 
use of anonymous charts. MAS will not be held accountable or be responsible for the privacy of such data 
and charts.

k. Authors are required to ensure the accuracy of the astrological charts that they provide. The source of the 
birth information should be cited, along with a rating of that source in conformance to the Rodden Rating 
System;

AA   Accurate data as recorded by the family or state (Birth Certificate)AA   Accurate data as recorded by the family or state (Birth Certificate)
A  Accurate data as quoted by the person, kin, friend, or associateA  Accurate data as quoted by the person, kin, friend, or associate
B  Biography or autobiography (give complete publication information)B  Biography or autobiography (give complete publication information)
C  Caution: no source of originC  Caution: no source of origin
DD  Dirty Data: two or more conflicting quotes that are unqualifiedDD  Dirty Data: two or more conflicting quotes that are unqualified
X  Data with no time of birthX  Data with no time of birth
XX  Data without a known or confirmed dateXX  Data without a known or confirmed date

 
l. Authors are free to use their ayanamsa, node, and house system. However, this must be cited at the bot-

tom of the horoscope. 

m. All articles should not carry any political, seditious, or defamatory statements. Also, all articles shall not 
carry any racial, religious statements or are bigoted in other ways. In short, all articles must conform to the 
Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Content Code.

n. The authors will provide a brief biography including along with a high-resolution headshot. Authors 
should avoid including advertising and promotional information for themselves or any other organisa-
tion in the profile.
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